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Reconnecting Kindred from 1881-1899
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Ancestors appear on the 1880 population schedule only
to disappear during a 20-year census gap. Consider
alternative records to bridge the census silence.

The loss of the 2 June 1890 census schedule
begins the 20-year dilemma!

The U.S. government’s recording of families each
decade has long been the foundation of genealogical
projects. Census schedules offer an opportunity to glean
data collected from many U.S. regions since 1790.

Types of schedules available:

* Agricultural & Industry and
Manufacturing

Defective, Dependent, Delinquent
Population*®

Mortality & Social Statistics
Veterans

Slave (1850, 1860)

* The 1890 population schedule was damaged by fire on
10 January 1921. The following states have select
schedules that have survived: AL, DC, GA, IL, MN, NC,
NJ, NY, OH, SD, and TX.

BENSUS RECORDS
DESTROVED BY FIRE

PRICELESS DATA, DATING FROM
1790, CONSUMED BY FLAMES
IN WASHINGTON.

ORIGIN OF BLAZE NCT KNOWN

Records Could Not Be Replaced With |
the Entire Wealth of Country,
Says Chiei Clerk of the
Cencus Bureau.

The Camden Chronicle (TN)
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Common information that may be on a census schedule (population):

* Residence * Date of Birth
* Name * Place of Birth
* Relationship to the Head * Marriage
of Household * Place of Births for
* Age Parents’
* Race * Citizenship

Occupation
Disability
Military Service
Education

Land Ownership
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Where do you start?
1. Review and determine the family information that is known and unknown.
2. Consider the use of a timeline assisted by a brainstorming map.
3. Realize there may be alternative records available for evaluation.

Detailed is best! ;
Peter Pitman
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Figure 1. Example of detailed timeline. [Source by author.]

Migration
Does the family emerge in the 1900 census far from their 1880 place of origin?
Consider sources which may note reasons for a family’s departure from their previous location.

1. Occupation & Other Opportunities
2. Migration Waves
3. State Statutes (Laws)

You
parents
grandparents
relatives
friends, neighbors
bibles, photos, obituaries
attic, file box, dresser drawer
city: taxes, church, clubs/societies
libraries, newspapers, cemeteries
city directories, town histories, maps
county (MO): vital records (pre- 1910)
coroner, land, court & circuit court (probate: wills)
state (MO): vital records (post- 1910), voter lists
military records, census, hospitals (public & veteran)
federal: military records (pensions, Southern Claims Commission)
census (1790-1930), Soundex (1880-1910, *1890 lost in fire)
online: subscription databases, blogs, message boards, email lists
oin & use: organizations, social sites, lectures, workshops, conferences, webinars
printed & online references (Google Books), resource guides, magazine subscriptions

Figure 2. Start with you pyramid. [Source by author.]

© 2018 - 2023 LaDonna Garner, M.A.



Verification of Residence(s)
Is there a question of the family s whereabouts between the decades?
The census may not be the only record of their existence within a community.

1. Citizenship & Social Records
2. Indigent Records
3. Residential Records
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Identifying Family Relationships
Are the vital records that link generation to generation missing or no longer survive?
Families left trails not easily locatable or digitized online.

Alternatives to vital records
Organizational Records

Name Changes and Alterations
Newspaper Chatter
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